LATIN AMERICA BRIEF 


FROM: ODI /O/CPAS. 

CONTENTS: 


FOR -tO AUGUST 


1. CHILE: ANOTHER DAY OF NATIONAL PROTEST 


1. CHILE 






//CHILE'S FOURTH DAY OF NATIONAL PROTEST ON 11 AUG WILL 
tfHETH ^ R PRESIDENT PINOCHET ' $ CONTINUANCE IN OFFICE IS 
THE K£Y political ISSUE, AND IT WILL SET THE TONE FOR 

S£?9?II I0N activities on the io th ann iversary of the overthrow. of 

PRESIDENT ALIENDE NEXT MONTH.// ■■ 
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//THE PROTEST , WHICH WAS CALLED BY A BROAD RANGE OF OPPOSITION 
FORCES, IS TO INCLUDE COMMERCIAL AND TRANSPORT BOYCOTTS, STREET 
RALLIES. AND OTHER NONVIOLENT ACTIVITIES. PREVIOUS PROTESTS WERE 
AIMED GENERALLY AT A FASTER RETURN TO DEMOCRACY, BUT SEVERAL 
OPPOSITION SPOKESMEN- HAVE ANNOUNCED THAT THIS DEMONSTRATION WILL 
CALL SPECIFICALLY FOR PINOCHET'S RESIGNATION.// 


//THIS DEMAND IS. A KEY PROVISION OF A DECLARATION NEGOTIATED IN 
RECENT WEEKS BY THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND OTHER OPPOSITION GROUPS. 
THEIR MANIFESTO ALSO CALLS FOR A PLEBISCITE TO APPROVE THE CALLING 
OF A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TO DRAFT A NEW CONSTITUTION, THE CREATION 
OF A TRANSITION GOVERNMENT, AND AN EMERGENCY ECONOMIC PLAN TO REVIVE 
THE ECONOMY.// 


//PINOCHET HAS TRIED TO SLOW THE MOMENTUM OF THE OPPOSITION BY 
CREATING A COMMISSION TO PROPOSE RULES FOR BRINGING BACK POLITICAL 
PARTIES AND THE CONGRESS ANQLFOR HOLDING ELECTIONS. OPPOSITION 
LEADERS, HOWEVER. ARE CRITICIZING THE LACK OF A PROVISION TO 
ACCELERATE THE CURRENT TIMETABLE FOR RESTORING DEMCCRACY IN 1989.// 


//GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE DISTURBED BY THE OPPOSITION'S 
INCREASING COHESION AND BOLDNESS. PINOCHET IS SEEKING TO APPEASE 
MILITARY AND CABINET OFFICIALS WHO BELIEVE SOME LIBERALIZATION IS 
NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL PEACE.// 


COMMENT: //THE PRESIDENT APPEARS TO BE HOLDING PLANS IN RESERVE 
FOR MORE SIGNIFICANT CONCESSIONS. HE PROBABLY INTENDS TO USE THEM IN 
COPING WITH THE MASSIVE PROTESTS EXPECTED AROUND 11 SEPTEMBER.// . 
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